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研究成果概要 
研究目的：太陽の 8倍以上の質量を持つ恒星はその一生の最後に超新星爆発を起こす。その
際、爆発の 99％以上のエネルギーはニュートリノによって宇宙空間にばらまかれる。1987 年
2 月に人類史上初めてそのニュートリノが検出された。宇宙に最初の星ができて以来、超新
星爆発は約 1秒に 1回の頻度で絶えず起きており、その都度ニュートリノや重元素物質が宇
宙にまき散らされている。このことは現在の宇宙には超新星爆発背景ニュートリノ
（Supernova Relic Neutrinos, SRN）が大量に存在することを示唆している。一方、ニュー
トリノは超新星の芯から外に直接出ることができる唯一の素粒子であるので、超新星爆発の
メカニズムや中性子星・ブラックホール形成過程を「見る」唯一の手段であると期待されて
いる。本研究は超新星ニュートリノの観測を目的とする。 
 
研究方法：この研究を SK に硫酸ガドリニウムを溶かした SK-Gd 実験で行う。同時に、将来
に向けた 200 トンタンクを使った検出器(EGADS)での検証実験を継続する。ガドリニウムは
反電子ニュートリノと水中の陽子との反応により発生する中性子の検出感度が高く、ガドリ
ニウムの SK への導入により SRN 信号と雑音事象との識別能力が飛躍的に高まる。本研究で
は、SK-Gd 実験で世界初の SRN の観測を目指す。 
 
2023 年度の研究成果：2020 年夏に硫酸ガドリニウムを 13 トン（ガドリニウムの質量濃度で
0.01%に相当）SK に導入し、SK-Gd 実験が始まった。このフェーズ約２年分のデータを用いた
超新星背景ニュートリノの探索を行った。その結果、世界初の発見には至らなかったが、SK
純水期の５分の１のデータで、同程度の感度を持つことを示し、フラックス上限値を与えた。
（次ページの図）この結果は Astrophysical Journal Letters誌に掲載された[2]。また同じ
データを用いた主要な背景事象である大気ニュートリノ中性カレント準弾性散乱反応（図１
のマゼンダ）の断面積を測定して論文で発表した[1]。 
2022 年の夏には硫酸ガドリニウム 26トンを追加で SK に導入した（ガドリニウムの質量濃度
でトータル 0.03%）。順調にデータを取得しており、鋭意、データ解析を進めている。 

以上の成果は、国内外での研究会や、日本物理学会などで報告された。 
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今回観測されたデータと予測される背景

事象のエネルギー分布。赤点は超新星背景

ニュートリノの予測。 

The number of accidental coincidence background events
Bacc is estimated as

( )e= ´ -B N , 1acc mis pre ntag
data

where εmis is the neutron misidentification probability
described in Section 3, and -Npre ntag

data represents the number
of remaining observed events after all selection criteria except
neutron tagging.

Systematic uncertainties are estimated for only signal energy
regions. The uncertainties on the NCQE events, spallation 9Li,
and reactor neutrinos are taken as estimated by Abe et al.
(2021), as 68% below 15.49MeV and 82% above 15.49MeV,
60%, and 100% for the NCQE, 9Li, and reactor neutrino
backgrounds, respectively. Other components, such as non-
NCQE events and accidental coincidence events, are newly
estimated from the observed data in SK-VI based on the same
method as Abe et al. (2021), 44% and 4%, respectively.

5. Results

After all event selection criteria are applied, 16 events
remain within the signal energy region in 552.2 day data. In
this analysis, we adopt five separate bins of Erec, of widths
7.5–9.5, 9.5–11.5, 11.5–15.5, 15.5–23.5, and 23.5–29.5 MeV
for the signal window. Also, the side-band region is separated
into bins for each 10MeV. Figure 2 shows the Erec spectrum of
those events. This is also listed in Table 1.

The probabilities of finding the observed number of events due
to the fluctuation of the background events (p-value) are evaluated
for each bin. It is done by performing 106 pseudo experiments
based on the number of observed events and expected background
events and the systematic uncertainties of the latter. The obtained
p-values are listed in Table 1. We conclude that no significant
excess is observed in the data over the expected background since
even the most significant bin has a p-value is 25.8%.

We set the upper limit for the number of signal excess over
the expected background with a 90% confidence level (C.L.;
N90). It is evaluated by the pseudo experiments using the
number of observed events with these 1σ statistical uncertain-
ties and the number of expected background events with their
systematic uncertainties. Then we estimate the flux upper limit
based on N90 of the observed event. Assuming there is no
signal event, the upper limit on the flux for each bin is
calculated as

¯ · · · ¯ ·
( )f

s e
=

N
N T dE

. 2
p

90
limit 90

IBD sig

Here, s̄IBD is the averaged total cross section of IBD for each
energy bin, Np is the number of protons as a target in the 22.5
kton of the fiducial volume of SK, T is the live time of
observation (552.2 days), ēsig is the averaged signal efficiency
for each energy bin after all event selection criteria are applied
as shown in Figure 1, and dE is the bin width at each bin. The
neutrino energy Eν is calculated by Eν= Erec+ 1.8 MeV. The
total cross section is given by the calculation in Strumia &
Vissani (2003).

The expected upper limit from the background-only
hypothesis at 90% C.L., N90, exp, is evaluated using the number
of expected background events and their statistical uncertainty.
Then we extract the expected flux sensitivity by replacing N90
with N90, exp in Equation (2).

Figure 3 shows the upper limit of the n̄e flux extracted in this
search with the range of expectations of modern DSNB models.
The most optimistic expectation is Kaplinghat+00 (Kaplinghat

Figure 2. Reconstructed energy spectra of the observed data and the expected
background after data reductions with a linear (top) and a logarithmic (bottom)
scale for the vertical axis. These include the signal energy region and the side-
band region above 29.5 MeV. Each color-filled histogram shows the expected
backgrounds. The error bars in the data points represent the statistical
uncertainty estimated by taking the square root of the number of observed
events. These background histograms are stacked on the other histograms. The
hatched areas represent the total systematic uncertainty for each bin. The size of
uncertainty for each background is mentioned in the main text. The red dotted–
dashed line shows the DSNB expectation from the Horiuchi+09
model (Horiuchi et al. 2009), which is drawn separately from the stacked
histogram of the estimated backgrounds.

Table 1
Summary of Observed Events, Expected Background Events, and p-value for

Each Erec Bin

Erec (MeV) Observed Expected p-value

7.5–9.5 5 7.73 ± 2.54 0.798
9.5–11.5 5 4.14 ± 1.23 0.398
11.5–15.5 3 2.13 ± 0.59 0.359
15.5–23.5 2 0.98 ± 0.35 0.258
23.5–29.5 1 0.98 ± 0.41 0.597

Note. Errors for the expected background represent only the systematic
uncertainty.
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観測結果から導出したニュートリノフ

ラックスの上限値。今回の結果が SK-IV
（純水期）と同等の感度を持つことを示

す。 

et al. 2000), and the most pessimistic one is Nakazato+15
(Nakazato et al. 2015) with the assumption of normal mass
ordering in whole energy ranges, respectively. The upper limit
of the flux for each bin is summarized in Table 2.

6. Future Prospects

In 2022 June, the SK-Gd experiment was upgraded to the
SK-VII phase, in which additional Gd was introduced into the
detector, providing a mass concentration of approximately
0.03%. In this phase, neutron tagging efficiency is expected to
be over 55% while having comparable εmis with SK-VI,
leading to 1.5 times higher sensitivity for the n̄e in the case of
the same live time as for SK-VI. Furthermore, more efficient
noise reduction by neutron tagging will enable a lower energy

threshold. Hence we can search in a lower-energy region,
which will increase signal acceptance for DSNB, solar
antineutrinos, and light-dark-matter searches.

7. Conclusions

We searched for astrophysical n̄e, using the SK-VI data
below 29.5MeV for Erec between 2020 August and 2022 May,
with 0.01% Gd mass concentration. This is an independent data
set from the previous SK-IV search (Abe et al. 2021), using the
data taken with pure water. In this analysis, a brand-new
method for tagging neutrons using the signal of neutron capture
on Gd is utilized so that the efficiency of neutron tagging is
twice as high while keeping a low-misidentification probability.
No significant excess above the expected backgrounds at

Figure 3. Upper limits on the n̄e flux, calculated by Equation (2). The red lines show the observed (solid) and expected (dotted–dashed) 90% C.L. upper limit for SK-
VI. The blue lines show the observed (solid) and expected (dotted–dashed) 90% C.L. upper limit for SK-IV Abe et al. (2021). The green line represents the 90% C.L.
observed upper limit placed by KamLAND Abe et al. (2022c). The gray-shaded region represents the range of the modern theoretical expectation. The expectation
drawn in the figure includes DSNB flux models (Hartmann & Woosley 1997; Malaney 1997; Kaplinghat et al. 2000; Ando et al. 2003; Horiuchi et al. 2009;
Lunardini 2009; Galais et al. 2010; Nakazato et al. 2015; Horiuchi et al. 2018, 2021; Kresse et al. 2021; Tabrizi & Horiuchi 2021; Ekanger et al. 2022). Ando+03
model was updated in Ando (2005).

Table 2
Summary Table of Upper Limits, Sensitivity, and Optimistic and Pessimistic DSNB Expectation from Kaplinghat et al. (2000) and Nakazato et al. (2015),

Respectively

Neutrino Energy Observed upper limit Expected sensitivity Averaged theoretical expectation of DSNB

(MeV) (cm−2 s−1 MeV−1) (cm−2 s−1 MeV−1) (cm−2 s−1 MeV−1)
SK-IV SK-VI SK-IV SK-VI

9.29–11.29 37.30 34.07 44.35 50.78 0.20–2.40
11.29–13.29 20.43 18.43 11.35 15.12 0.13–1.66
13.29–17.29 4.77 3.76 2.05 2.71 0.67–0.94
17.29–25.29 0.17 0.90 0.21 0.50 0.02–0.30
25.29–31.29 0.04 0.33 0.11 0.33 <0.01–0.07
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